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Winter: Report of the Committee on Archeology

REPORT

COMMITTEE ON ARCHEOLOGY
By W. J. WINTER, Chairman

OF THE

[The Board of Directors last year authorized President
Hanna to organize a committee on archeology, and Dr. Winter,
an experienced archeologist, was appointed chairman. His
graduate work was done at the University of Chicago, and during the past three years, as Archeologist and Assistant Director
of Research for the St. Augustine Historical Program of Carnegie Institution of Washington, he has surveyed in a general
way the archeological research possibilities of Florida. The other
members of the committee are: D. Graham Copeland, Francis
B. Crowninshield, Dr. A. R. L. Dohme, W. B. Goodwin, R. R.
Otis, Mrs. Doris Stone, and Mrs. Millar Wilson. The report
of the committee shows that a foundation has been laid for this
important development of the Society’s work. It is being financed
through Contributing Memberships secured by Professor Hanna
who is assisting the committee in other ways also. Included in
this report is a paper read at a recent meeting of the Society
by Mrs. Stone of the Middle American Research Institute, Tulane
University. Ed.]

The Field - Florida possesses a wealth of archeological sites and material consisting of prehistoric
shell and sand mounds, and aboriginal camp and
village sites all over the State.
Investigations thus far, principally by Clarence
B. Moore of the Philadelphia Academy of Natural
Sciences, representatives of the Smithsonian Institution and the St. Augustine Historical Program, have
brought to light rich stores of ancient Indian pottery, stone, bone and wood artifacts, skeletal material and occasional metal ornaments. Some of
this has been material that any museum would welcome; all is valuable for study purposes.
Fortunately, at least one mound, the huge Turtle
Mound near New Smyrna, has been purchased for
preservation and study. Often mounds have been
torn up to secure road-building material and much
has been destroyed or carried away by souvenir
hunters. Incalculable scientific information has
been lost as a result of this neglect and destruction.
Florida has no State archeologist. No college or
university in Florida maintains a department of
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archeology or anthropology. Its historical organizations have been but little concerned with the
aboriginal cultures and the prehistoric inhabitants.
Many states with inferior archeological resources
maintain departments for the study and dissemination of information regarding the ancient life of
their areas.
Literature - A preliminary check-list of publications on Florida archeology and their library locations is being compiled by Mr. Wyndham Hayward
of Winter Park in cooperation with the Union Catalog of Floridiana, Mr. Hayward says:
“There are few books that give a full treatment
of any phase of archeology in Florida, most of the
material being scattered in reports of scientific institutions, or in occasional pamphlets, odd papers
and rare and out-of-print volumes of many types.
It may take a number of years before a representative showing of entries covering the wide ramifications of the field may be compiled, so scattered is
the literature of the subject. However the fundamental sources are well known to the specialist, and
the recording of the major items will be a helpful
beginning. We would be grateful to any members
of the Society for information regarding any published paper, treatise, text or book containing mention or extended reference to Florida archeology,
ethnology, pre-history, in English or any foreign
language, for checking with the material in hand.”
Policy - 1. To arouse interest and stimulate responsibility in the preservation of archeological
remains in Florida.
2. To develop studies in and disseminate information about Florida archeology.
3. To encourage the establishment of a department of anthropology (which includes archeology)
in one of the colleges or universities of Florida.
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Program
1. Cooperate with Mr. Hayward in the listing
and location of bibliographical items on Florida
archeology.
2. Build up a comprehensive collection of archeological publications in the library of the Society
and encourage collections in other libraries and
museums of the State.
3. Invite those interested to contribute through
the Society to our library, and for surveys, expeditions, etc.
4. Disseminate information about the preservation of archeological remains for scientific investigation.
At the suggestion of Dr. A. H. R. Dohme, the
regional meeting of the Society on February 9 at
the Mountain Lake Club, Lake Wales, was given
over to a consideration of Florida archeology. Mr.
John B. Stetson, Jr., presided, and Mrs. Doris Stone
gave a lecture illustrated with slides in continuation
of her paper, the Relationship of Florida Archeology to that of Middle America, published in the
Quarterly the issue of January 1939. (The former
will follow in the present issue).
Field Work

This consisted in the preparation of a map showing in detail the archeological features of the last
untouched, unspoiled part of Fort George Island
at the mouth of the St. Johns River. This area of
75 acres has been preserved in its natural state by
Mrs. Millar Wilson of Jacksonville until last year
when she presented the tract to Rollins College for
a bird sanctuary and wild life refuge. It contains
valuable archeological features in the form of Indian
mounds, most of which have never been excavated.
With such possibilities for research, a contour map
was desirable, showing the size and shape of these
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mounds and their exact locations. Such a map is
the first step in scientific investigation, and it is of
value otherwise.
The map has been produced by Mr. Rogers Johnson, engineer and surveyor of St. Augustine, formerly on the staff of Carnegie Institution of Washington, who has had much experience in mapping
archeological areas. In addition, Mr. Johnson is
giving us a tracing from which blueprints can be
made, and has generously offered to give us a
hachure map of the same area which will show the
locations of mounds, trails, and structures, without
the contour lines.
The budget for this project, amounting to $125
has been made possible through Contributing Memberships designated for this purpose.
MEXICAN RESEMBLANCES

IN THE

SOUTHEASTERN AREA

OF THE UNITED STATES

By Doris Stone
The Indians who have inhabited this region belong to various groups, some of which have migrated
hither in historical times (as the Shawnee). The
most important are the Muskogian tribes, of which
the Creek, Choctaw, Chickasaw, Seminole, and
Natchez are members. However, we find isolated
tribes belonging to the large northern and eastern
groups of Iroquois and Algonquin Indians, as well
as Siouan from the Great Plains, and several less
important peoples who came into this area from the
Ohio valley. So the southeast is a fairly varied and
complex territory and we do not know who were
Note.-This paper was read, with slides, at the district meeting
of the Florida Historical Society on Feb. 9 last, at Lake
Wales. It supplements a paper which Mrs. Stone read before the annual meeting of the Society in 1938, and which
was published in the Quarterly, the issue of January, 1939.
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